SUBJECT OPTIONS

MAKING
A GOOD DECISION

Forward...
You are now a Form 2 student. This year you are required to
take an important decision regarding the choice of subjects
that you wish to study from next year.
This booklet was prepared for you to help you in your decision
making.
You will find relevant information on each particular subject.

It is important that you take the right decision carefully and
also to consider these points:
• You like and are interested in the subject;
• This subject is an aid in your future career;
• You are willing to do your part (example: H.W., study,
revision…)
• Not to choose a particular subjects to be like your
friends.
The choice of each subject does not necessarily lead you to a
particular career or job. But each subject enhances growth in
academic and social learning.
Thus, the careers listed in each subject do not necessarily
mean that you need that particular subject for that career,
but rather that the subject will be of help.

Important Points
• Whatever the choice, one can always continue studying at a
higher level (ex. University);
•

But it is important that those who are interested in the
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field of medicine and science (ex. pharmacist, working in a
laboratory, Nutrition, Podiatry) choose biology and chemistry;
•

Students who choose Design and Technology, Graphical
Communication and Home Economics in Form 1 and Form 2
can continue studying the subject till Form 5. However,
those students not studying them in Form 1 and Form 2 have
also the possibility to study them from now.
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VOCATIONAL SUBJECTS AT MQF LEVEL 3
•

Information Technology Extended Certificate Course.

•

Engineering Extended Certificate Course.

•

Hospitality Extended Certificate Course.

•

Agribusiness Extended Certificate course

•

Health and SocialCare

The Unit Structure
Each subject consists of THREE Units spread over three years
(Forms 3,4,5 / Years 9,10,11) – one unit each year.
Each Unit will be assessed by THREE assessment tasks:

•
•
•

Take Home Assignment
Practical

Assignment

Controlled Assignment

In each unit students are expected to achieve the same number of criteria:
• 10 Knowledge
• 5 Comprehension
• 3 Application criteria
Each assessment criterion is to be assessed once only.

Assessment
The Home-Grown Qualifications - Assessment
•

Each vocational subject is worked out on three units – one unit per
year.
Each unit involves three assignments to be marked by the vocational
teachers.

•

A controlled assessment will be carried out on one assignment per unit.
So, there will be three controlled assessments throughout the course,
one per unit.

•

The controlled assessment in each vocational subject will be set by the
MATSEC Board and it will be common to all schools.
It will be held on the same date and time in all schools.

•

The controlled assessment will be of a maximum duration of 2 hours and
includes the requirement of a written component.
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•

The controlled assessment will be supervised by an invigilator sent by
the MATSEC Board.

•

The controlled assessment will be marked by the vocational teacher and
verified internally and externally.

External Assessors
The Home-Grown Qualifications - External Assessment
•

The MATSEC Board will be appointing external assessors for each vocational subject.

•

For students in Forms 3 & 4, the controlled assessment takes place at
the end of May.

•

For students in Form 5, the controlled assessment takes place at the
end of the second term.

•

Once the external verifier releases the marks, the school forwards them
to the MATSEC Board.

MATSEC Board
Revised Examinations’ Fee Structure
The Home-Grown Qualifications - Registration and Fees
Registration of students
⇒ Online – by mid-October.
The cost of these qualifications?
Revised MATSEC fee structure with effect from 2015.
- To be paid by parents upon registration.
•

Registration Fee: 15 euro

•

SEC Subject Fee: 21 euro•

MATSEC Board - Conditions for the Award
The marks of the three Units will be added and the cumulative percentage
mark determines the grade to be awarded.
♦

Candidates may qualify for Grades 1 to 7. The results of candidates who
do not obtain at least a Grade 7 shall remain unclassified(U).

♦

Grades 1 to 5 are considered as MQF Level 3 qualifications and Grades 6
and 7 as MQF Grade 2 qualifications.
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The Vocational SEC Subjects
Programmes of Study

-

AGRIBUSINESS
•

Unit 1: Plant and Soil Science

•

Unit 2: Vegetable Production

•

Unit 3: Breeding of rabbits

_________________________

Programmes of Study -

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
∗

Unit 1: Working effectively and
Safely in Engineering

∗

Unit 2: Using Engineering Drawings, Tools and Materials

∗

Unit 3: Electronics Circuits Designs

_______________________

Programmes of Study

-

HOSPITALITY
♦

Unit 1: Introduction to Hospitality and Tourism Industry

♦

Unit 2: Food and Preparation

♦

Unit 3: Hospitality Operations
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Programmes of Study -

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
•

Unit 1: Computer Systems
and Networks

•

Unit 2: Databases and Programming

•

Unit 3: Multimedia Systems
and Basic Website Design

______________________________________

Programmes of Study -

Health and Social CARE
•

Unit 1:

•

Unit 2: Effective Communication and Safe Practices in Health
and Social Care

•

Unit 3: Equality, Dignity, Diversity and Rights

Human Development and Health Care
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CHEMISTRY
This topic focuses on chemicals that exist around us.
The study of chemicals includes:
•

Appearance of the chemical (color, smell, shape)

•

Qualities and characteristics: how they change from one form to
another and what conditions it.

•

The positive and negative effects of chemicals

Helpful Skills:
•

Good observation

•

Being accurate and precise

•

Able to do mathematical calculations

•

Able to apply what is learnt in everyday life

•

Responsible, and gives importance to
health and safety, especially in the laboratory

Work related to chemistry:
•

The health field (Podologist, Doctor, Dentist, Nutritionist, Environmental Health, Pharmacists (for these careers it is important
that Biology is chosen with Chemistry)

•

Laboratory work (also important to choose Biology with Chemistry)

•

Veterinary

•

Agriculture and aquaculture

•

The field of restoration

•

The food and beverage industry

8

BIOLOGY
This subject opens up many opportunities and can be chosen together with
other subjects at the post secondary level. There are several topics that
are covered in this subject:
• plants and animals,
• the structure of the body and the function of the organs,
• the inheritance of characteristics and traits from parents to children,
and
• ecology (the relationship between the environment and the creatures
in it)
Biology is divided into practical and theory. The practical lessons are
taught in the laboratory. But there are also activities organized outside the
school, such as fieldwork and site visits

Helpful Skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Being responsible and able to observe the rules,
interested in experiments
able to apply what is learned to daily life,
able to explain in detail,
prepared to study,
Being busy and organized is helpful
Biology opens up a number of opportunities leading to different careers.

Those students who are interested in continuing their studies in the medical field (doctor, dentist, medical research, nutrition) it is important to
choose Biology with Chemistry.

There are many areas (Careers) directly related to Biology:
•
•
•
•
•

The area of the environment, agriculture and aquaculture
Veterinary (study abroad)
The health (nurses, midwife, physiotherapists, Podologist, Radiography,
occupational therapist psychologists)
Childcare and old age
Sports

•

Hairdressing
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Business Studies
Business Studies include:
•

Information and introduction to the world of Business

•

Wants and Needs, Production, Products and Services, the stages
of production,

•

Business in society and how it effects us, how the government
influences a business,

•

The different systems of economy

•

The private and public sector

•

Basic Business Functions

•

Organisation charts

•

Communication

•

Human resources

•

Finance and more

Helpful skills:
•

Familiarization with political and
social areas and is interested in events presented in the media,

•

able to analyze a situation with ability to understand the positive
and negative effects

•

Willing to do research, observation and visit companies

Business Studies is related to several areas:
•

The field of finance, accounting, insurance, marketing, banking.

•

The clerical field

•

Tourism

•

Cooperatives; family business, self-employed

•

Import and export of products

•

Advertising and media
10

ACCOUNTING
Accounting deals with recording financial transactions of firms and
other organisations in a formal manner.
•

Accounting is a way of communicating financial information within
the organisation. It is the language of Business.

•

Accounting prepares and presents the final accounts of firms and
organisations. These show the performance and the financial position of the organisation.

•

Accounting deals with the analysis of the performance and the
financial position of the firm. This helps management in decisionmaking.

•

In Accounting students are led step by step how to be able to do
these functions. The subject is mainly numerical, but does not
require mathematical knowledge. Electronic calculators are used
throughout the course.

•

The subject of Accounting requires minimal writing content. Students learning the subject would learn about the formation of
different business organisations.

Students will also learn how to prepare the accounts of voluntary
(non-profit-making) organisations.
Skills Required
•

The subject requires the understanding of numerical information, but no deep mathematical knowledge is required.

•

Students need to understand
the technical language being
used, although they are not required to write a lot.

•

Accounting requires students to be logical and neat in their
presentation.
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Careers
The subject leads students to continue
to study the subject at Intermediate
and Advanced Level at Junior College
and other post secondary Colleges. This
leads to specialised courses at university
level which lead to the qualification of an
accountant.
Students may opt to follow courses offered by ACCA and ACA, leading to become a qualified accountant.
•

As a qualified accountant, one may work as an Auditor, as an Accountant or as a Tax Advisor.

Students may follow various courses offered by MCAST, namely:
•

AAT (Association of Accounting Technicians) – level 5

•

Diploma in Financial Services – level 4

•

Certificate in Administration and Secretarial Studies – level 4

•

Students may also follow various courses at ITS:

•

Diploma in Hotel Operations – level 4

•

Diploma in Bar and Restaurant Operations – level 4

•

Diploma in Room Division Operations – level 4

•

Diploma in Culinary Arts – level 4

•

Diploma in Hospitality Events Management – level 4 – Accounts is
a preferential subject

•

Diploma in Sports Tourism and Active Leisure – level 4

•

Higher National Diploma in Hospitality Management – level 5

•

Higher National Diploma in Tourism Studies – level 5

•

Higher National Diploma in eBusiness for Tourism
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MUSIC
This subject is divided into 3 aspects: composing and creativity, musical theory, and its appreciation.
The course takes five years (Form 1 to Form 5) where in the last
year students may sit for the MATSEC exam. Those students who
have not chosen the subject in Form 1 and have a basic level of writing and musical performance can still choose the subject in Form 2.
They will still be prepared for the MATSEC exam in Form 5.

Helpful Skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basic level in the subject (Grade 2 or 3);
Good listening skills;
Able to transfer what you learned in theory to playing an instrument
Appreciate different genres of music;
Able to take responsibility for your instrument
Able to identify and associate different types of various artistic
pieces

Work related to music:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Musician with the national orchestra of Malta and others;
Music teacher in primary and secondary education and other related work;
Sound Engineer (recording of CDs and audio clips and editing);
Arts Council Manager (in the section of culture);
Composer of different genres of music;
Conductor of a band or orchestra;; Consultant at musical theater;
Music editor with company
(associated with musical scores and
parts);
Officer within the office of the
performing arts society;
Other work related to tourism and
the promotion of culture
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Physical Education
This subject is divided into theory and practice.
The practice consists of:
• Athletics
• Gymnastics / Dance
• Swimming
• Games
In theory students continue to learn about what they gained
from the practice. Moreover, there is teaching on health and
body, effects of physical training, aspects that influence
health (eg suitable food), sport in society.

Helpful skills:
Being good in physical exercise
Tking part in sport regularly
Being fit
Positive attitude towards life
Interest not only on sports but also on what is occurring in the
body, while one is taking part in sport.

Work related physical education:
• Sporting full-time
• Coaches or manage sports facilities
• Specializing in sport (physiotherapists, sports Psychologist,
physicians sportsmen)
• Working in a gymnasium (personal trainer)
• In the army
Sportive journalism
14

Geography
This subject is taught from Form 1 to Form 5. But the students
have the opportunity to choose this as an option. When selected as an option, means that the subject will be studied in more
detail.

The teaching of geography deals:
• The Physical Geography: the atmosphere, climate, volcanoes,
Teutonic movement, environment, reading maps
• Human Geography: Population, lifestyle related to the environment, languages and cultures
• Geography and politics: land, water resources, minerals, energy
• Geography and economy: standard of living, finance and industry
Geography is not only taught in class, but excursions
(fieldwork) are organized where students learn to do research.

Skills helpful:
• Love to the environment
around you and an interest in
current events, both national and
international.
• capable of researching
Fitness good observation

Work related to the subject:
•
•
•

Work related to weather
Work related to the geology
Tourism

•

Statistic
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Graphical Communications
Students who have chosen this subject in Form 1 can continue studying it up till Form 5.
Those students, who did not choose this subject and would like to
study it, can choose it now.
In this subject one uses graphics instead of words. Design is the
mode of communication. Every object we have starts off from a design.
It is important that one does not mistake graphical communication
with Art. This subject is different to Art because students do not
draw but rather design, according to measurements, using the appropriate instrument from the geometry set.
Skills that help:
•

Creativity

•

Patience

•

Precision

•

Spatial ability

•

Ability to visualise an
object from different angles.

Jobs related with this
subject:
•

Interior designers

•

Working on the design of adverts and products

•

Architect/draughtsperson

•

Industry

•

Mechanical or electrical technicians
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Home Economics
This subject includes theory and practice. This subject deals with a
variety of interesting topics.

•

Food and Health: the importance of a healthy diet, food and nutrition, preparation of healthy and nutritious food, national guide to a
healthy diet, health conditions related to diet, food packaging.

•

The choice and management of resources: accommodation, budgeting, different payment methods, rights and obligations of the consumer, choosing services and products that least impact negatively
on the environment, personal hygiene, recycling.
Family life: family changes over the years, children and their needs,
the physical, intellectual and social development of children, free
time and hobbies within the family, independence and individuality of
every member of the family, substances that adversely affect our
health and how to avoid them.

Skills that help:

•

Ability to research and find solutions

•

Good observation skills

•

Creativity and organisational skills

Good use of resources

Jobs related to Home Economics:

•

Teacher of the subject

•

Health and nutrition

•

Catering

•

Child care centres and homes for

the elderly
•

Tourism
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ART
This subject is good for those students who like to express themselves by painting, are creative and have imagination.
It leads to Matsec. exams.
Art is taught from different aspects, namely, that of observation and
that of imagination.
Technique taught includes different mediums (painting with pencil,
ink, water colors, poster colors, acrylics, oil pastels, charcoal, collage),
printing and different styles of art (Impressionism, Surrealism, Cubism, Fauvism), introduction on clay work and onsite instruction on
sketching. Students also
attend Exhibitions.
The purpose of these visits is to help students
learn to relate to work of
different artists. Students with an interest in
choosing Art at secondary
level (A'level, Intermediate, MCAST, university)
should consider choosing this subject.
Careers related to:
• Art (paintings and sculptures),
• Designers,
• Architects,
• Photographers,
• Fashion,
• Catering,
• Restoration
• Archeology.
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HISTORY
In this subject students learn the history of Malta and the social,
political and economic aspects of Malta and other European countries.

In the classroom, discussions are held on events, important facts and
figures, primary and secondary sources are analysed (such as maps,
images, documents, cartoons and video clips) and activities are organized; research is done on books and the internet; resources such as
PowerPoint Presentations, historical documents and films and visits
to historical places are also organised.

This subject also deals with aspects of the history of Europe.
Through this subject, students learn a number of skills, including
making a comparison between the past and the present, learning to
give their opinion on texts and different sources, comparing these
sources and organizing their ideas, and creative writing.

Useful Skills
Making a comparison between one situation and another.
Ability to imagine yourself in different times.

Work related to the subject:
Journalism
Political law
International relations
Tourism
Museums
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European Studies
In this subject students learn about different countries and
about those aspects that make them different from other
countries, such as the size of the country, races, religion, traditions.
There will be teaching about:
•

The environment and climate

•

Human rights

•

Tourism

•

The population

•

Economy

•

Laws

Skills which may be helpful:
•

Interest towards culture
and social topics such as
geography and history

•

Research

•

Analyze critically media content

•

Interpret statistics

Work related to the subject:
•

Work related to European countries

•

In the structures of the European Union

•

Tourism

•

The field of culture

•

Foreign Affairs
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Computer Studies
This subject creates and stimulates interest in computer and
helps the students develop computer skills; it helps the students learn about a variety of computer systems and applications; the students also learn computer programming and how
the computer works from the inside.
Through this subject the students learn how to communicate
and interpret information and concepts related to computers;
they also practice on concepts related to computer science.
This subject is a good basis for those who wish to continue
studying the subject for intermediate and advanced levels.

Useful skills:
•

Familiarity with the computer and with ICT
• Being good in mathematics

Work related to this subject:
•

Information and communication
(programmers, system analysts, webmasters, web
designers, database administrators, computer engineers)
• Computer technicians
• Salesperson in a computer shop
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technology

jobs

Social Studies
In this subject the students learn about the environment and they develop the capacity to observe and analyse the world around them.
This subject tackles different areas amongst which :
personal and social identity; groups and social interaction; socialisation; communities and different people;
national and international communities; the economy;
diversity; globalisation; the European Union; gender
roles; people with special needs; cultural environment.

Helpful skills:
•
•
•
•

Analysing what the media presents in a critical way
Analysing well political facts and aspects
Making research
Well informed on current events and what’s happening around you

Work related to Social Studies
•

Work related to society issues
• Journalism
• Consumer rights
• Social worker
• Politics
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Textile Studies
The Textile Studies includes theory and practice.
Students learn about different fabrics and their use,
the different tools used, precautions to be taken during use of certain machines; 'Temporary stiches;permanent stiches; choice of different clothing according ot age activity, the materials and the characteristics of the clothing, the fashion and others.

Helpful skills
•

Good with his Hands
• Being creative
• Being artistic
• Being stylish and trendy

Work related to Textile
•
•
•
•
•

Studies:
Tailor
Fashion Designer
Interior Designer
In fabrics shop
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French
Following English, the French language is the most spoken language, especially in the West. The French language is important
for the European Union and other organizations, such as
UNESCO, the United Nations etc.

Helpful Skills:
•
•
•
•

Listening
Reading and writing
Oral communication
The country's culture (food, clothing, religion, customs, geography of the country).

These are very important in order for one to understand and
learn a language.

Work related to the French
language:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Cultural Sector
Interpreters
Secretaries
Tourism
Journalism
Teachers
Within the structures of the
European Union
Business with French companies
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German
The German language is spoken in Germany, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Austria, Northern Italy, Liechtenstein. The German
language is similar to the English language and is pronounced/
read how it is spelt. Example:
Hotel - hotel
Haus– House

Name - name

Book– book

Familie—family

Mein Name ist Maria– My name is Maria

Helpful Skills: the following skills are all important as they help
the student understand and speak the language.
•
•
•
•

Reading and writing
Oral communication
Listening
The country's culture (food, clothing, religion, customs, geography of the country).

Work related to the German
language:
• The Cultural Sector
• Within the structures of the
European Union
• Interpreters
• Tourism
• Secretaries
• Journalism
• Business with German companies
• Teachers
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Russian
Students acquire the skills in writing, reading, listening and oral communication as well as Russian culture.
Visits are organized in interesting places, such as Russian center. These cultural visits serve to enhance the
teaching of the subject.

Helpful skills:
•

Reading
• Listening
• Oral Communication
• The country's culture (food, clothing, religion, customs and traditions, geography of the country)

Work-related with Russian:
•
•
•
•
•

Business in Russia
Tourism
Journalism
Interpreters
Teaching
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Arabic
Malta is very close to Arab countries, and so many Maltese
businessmen engage in business with these Arab countries.
Our language and the Arabic, have Semitic origin, and thus
there are many similar words.
The Arabic alphabet is different from the alphabet that
we are accustomed to. Another thing interesting in Arabic,
is that the Arabs write their language from right to left.

Helpful skills:
•

Listening
• Reading and writing
• Oral communication
• The country's culture (food, clothing, religion, customs
and traditions, geography of the country)

Work related to Arabic:
•
•
•
•
•

Business with Arab countries
Interpreters
Translators
Journalism
Tourism
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Spanish
The Spanish language derives from Latin and therefore is
similar to the Italian language and to the French language.
Spanish has a structure of grammar, the same as the
Maltese language. This helps the student to acquire and
understand more the language.
The Spanish is the third most spoken language in the
world.

Helpful Skills:
•
•
•
•

Listening
The oral communication
The reading and writing
The country's culture (food, clothing, religion, geography of the country, customs and traditions)

They all serve to benefit student acquiring a language.

Work related
Spanish:
•
•
•
•
•
•

to

Tourism
Guide
Doing
business
Spain:
Teaching
Interpreters
Journalism

the

in
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Italian
The Italian language has its roots in the Latin as the
French and Spanish language.
Italy has a great influence on Malta, perhaps because Malta is very close to Italy. In fact most Maltese speak the
Italian language. The advantage for the Maltese students
is to have the opportunity to acquire the language through
watching television programs.
Helpful Skills:
• Listening
• Reading and writing
• Oral communication
• Culture (clothing, food, religion, geography of the country, customs and traditions)
These are all helpful to acquire the language skills in a
good way.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Work related
to Italian:
Tourism
Interpreters
Secretaries
Journalism
Teaching
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Design and Technology
Students who chose this subject in Form 1 can keep studying this
subject till Form 5. Students who have not studied it in Form 1 and
Form 2 can choose it to be studied in Form 3 till Form 5.

This subject includes areas about:
•

Resistant materials

•

Electronics

•

Food

•

Textiles

This subject includes both theory and practice.
In the teaching of the subject a situation is presented, where the
student needs the ability to:
•

Analyze

Understand and do research
•

Get different ideas and designs to resolve a situation

•

Choosing the best idea

•

Design a solution

•

Choosing the best material that one can use

•

Create a product

•

Test the product to be made

•

Report the process that has been used

•

Evaluate oneself

Health and safety are given importance.
Skills that are helpful:
•

Creativity
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•

The ability to create what one invents

•

Imagine the object from different angles

•

Ability to discuss and alter as necessary

•

Be critical

Design and Technology comes helpful in these areas of work:
•

Designer

•

Clothing Industry

•

Food Industry

•

Construction

•

Electronic and electrical and mechanical engineering

•

Trades and crafts
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Compiled by:

School Counsellor
Guidance teachers
and

Subject Options teachers
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